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Synopsis

Presents conceptual information and drills to develop techniques for understanding and working
with tonal harmony, both in composition and in performance. Information is presented in a series of
small, discrete frames, which can be studied progressively and graded individually. Discusses

structure
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Customer Reviews

FOR SOME STRANGE REASON, HAS THE REVIEWS FOR PARTS 1 & 2 LINKED.| first used this
book as a freshman music major at Michigan State University in 1972 and had its original author,
Paul O. Harder as the lecture professor. He was a wonderful man, a fine teacher, and this text
helped me get familiar with the rudiments and basic language of musical and harmonic
grammar.The way the text works is you turn to a page, cover up the column of answers, read the
question and answer the question, fill in the blank, label the chords, or whatever is asked of you.
You then slide down the cover and immediately see whether you were correct or wrong in your
answer. The idea is that when you take very small incremental steps in such an interactive way the
material becomes ingrained as you use the material as part of subsequent learning. | think it works.
However, with this book you do not get a sustained treatise on musical harmony. It is a simple
nuts-and-bolts method to teach you the grammar of common practice harmony and it pulls that off
pretty well.No, it doesn’t deal with voice-leading in the Schenkerian or contrapuntal sense, however
you do get the basics of 4 part chorale writing. But the book was never intended to be a book on

voice-leading or counterpoint.PART 1 starts with some basic definitions about music grammar, the



structure of tonality, triads in root position, voice-leading triads (avoiding parallel 5ths, etc - chorale
writing), triads in first and second inversion, seventh chords, phrase structure and cadences,
non-harmonic tones, harmonic progression, and concludes with the technique of harmonization. All
pretty basic stuff.
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